




 

 

BEALS  ASSOCIATES PLLC  

  70 Portsmouth Avenue 

  3rd Floor, Suite 2 

  Stratham, N.H. 03885 

  603 – 583 - 4860 

March 25, 2026  Revised November 3, 2026 

 
Chairperson 

Town of Stratham Planning Board 
10 Bunker Hill Road 

Stratham, NH 03885   
 

RE: Conditional Use Permit – Stormwater Management 
Zoning Ordinance Sections 11.6 
210 Portsmouth Avenue – Residential Development; Tax Map 21 Lot # 81 

 
Members of the Board: 
 
As part of the Application for Conditional Use Permit for stormwater management within the 50-
foot Wetlands Setback, the following addresses the conditions of Section 11.6 of the Stratham 
Zoning Ordinance: 

 
11.6 Conditional Uses in the Wetlands Setback: 
 
a. The proposed construction is essential to the productive use of the land not within the 

Wetlands Conservation District and where upland area considered for development is not 
smaller (acreage) than the wetlands area and no-disturbance buffer (acreage) being 
impacted. 

 
Stormwater management infrastructure is necessary to treat runoff, provide groundwater recharge, 
and control peak flows associated with the proposed development. The narrow parcel, wetlands 

and associated buffers, and required locations of buildings, access drives, and septic systems limit 
alternative locations. 

 
The proposed stormwater management system includes three sediment forebays with associated 

bioretention ponds, strategically located to capture and treat runoff from roadways, parking areas, 
and rooftops. The facilities follow existing topography and natural drainage patterns. Relocating 
them farther upland would require additional grading and site disturbance, potentially increasing 
overall environmental impacts. 
 

• Upland area considered for development: 1.12 acres 
• Wetlands and No-Disturbance Buffer impact: 0.00 acres 

 
b. Design and construction methods will be utilized to minimize detrimental impact upon the 

wetland. 
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Erosion and sediment controls, including double silt barriers, will protect adjacent wetlands during 
construction. A Buffer Enhancement Plan (BEP), prepared by Mission Wetland & Ecological Services, 
LLC, will incorporate native plantings, wildlife habitat features, and invasive species management.  

 
The bioretention ponds will collect and treat stormwater runoff through engineered filter media 
before infiltration, improving runoff quality and helping protect adjacent wetland resources.  
 
c.  The proposed construction design includes provisions for restoration of the site as nearly as 

possible to its original grade and condition. 
 

Areas disturbed during construction will be restored as closely as practicable to existing grades and 
stabilized with vegetation. The stormwater facilities will remain in place to provide ongoing 
treatment and infiltration. The BEP will provide additional long-term ecological and aesthetic 

benefits. 
 

d. No feasible alternative exists. 
 

The proposed stormwater facilities are positioned to work with existing topography and natural 
drainage patterns, minimizing grading and disturbance. Relocating the facilities farther upland 

would require substantial regrading and could increase impacts elsewhere on the property. The 
proposed locations provide effective stormwater management while minimizing overall 
environmental impacts. 

 
e. Economic advantage alone is not the reason for the proposed condition. 

 
The requested relief does not increase the number of dwelling units or the overall intensity of 

development. It allows the stormwater facilities to be located where they can function effectively 
while minimizing impacts to wetlands and associated buffers. The request is based on site 

constraints and environmental considerations rather than increased development yield or economic 
advantage. 

    
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Very truly yours, 

BEALS ASSOCIATES, PLLC 
 

Christian O Smith 
 

Christian O. Smith P.E. 
Principal 
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